
FACULTY/STAFF SUMMER 2017 READING OPTIONS 
 
Catching Fireflies by Patsy Clairmont  
Popular author and speaker Patsy Clairmont weaves stories and scripture between lasers, lighthouses, 
and lamps to illuminate the heart and enliven the spirit. Whether you’re bored with the routine, 
struggling through a crisis, or just ready for a good word, Patsy meets you there with vulnerability, 
inspiration, and an infectious grin.  As a daily devotional or weekend read, Catching Fireflies will light up 
your day even as it brightens your smile. 
 
The Book of Joy by His Holiness Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
Cultivating joy was the subject of a five-day conversation between the Dalai Lama and Tutu, Archbishop 
Emeritus of South Africa, held in 2015 at the former's residence in exile in Dharamsala, India. The two 
Nobel Peace Prize recipients argued for a "true joy that was not dependent on the vicissitudes of 
circumstance," writes Abrams, who moderated the rare meeting between the two friends on the 
occasion of the Dalai Lama's 80th birthday. Highlighting the men's playful joking and delight in each 
other's company, Abrams carefully balances their strong voices during intense discussions on the many 
obstacles to joy (including fear, anger, and adversity) and ways to cultivate greater well-being, using as a 
framework the "eight pillars of joy" (perspective, humility, humor, acceptance, forgiveness, gratitude, 
compassion, and generosity). 
 
The Faith Club by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, and Priscilla Warner 
In the wake of 9/11, Idliby, an American Muslim of Palestinian descent, sought out fellow mothers of the 
Jewish and Christian faiths to write a children's book on the commonalities among their respective 
traditions. In their first meeting, however, the women realized they would have to address their 
differences first. Oliver, an Episcopalian who was raised Catholic, irked Warner, a Jewish woman and 
children's author, with her description of the Crucifixion story, which sounded too much like "Jews killed 
Jesus" for Warner's taste. Idliby's efforts to join in on the usual "Judeo-Christian" debate tap into a sense 
of alienation she already feels in the larger Muslim community, where she is unable to find a progressive 
mosque that reflects her non–veil-wearing, spiritual Islam. The ladies come to call their group a "faith 
club" and, over time, midwife each other into stronger belief in their own respective religions. 
 
Sacred Ground: Pluralism, Prejudice, and the Promise of America by Eboo Patel  
In the decade following the attacks of 9/11, suspicion and animosity toward American Muslims has 
increased rather than subsided. Alarmist, hateful rhetoric once relegated to the fringes of political 
discourse has now become frighteningly mainstream, with pundits and politicians routinely invoking the 
specter of Islam as a menacing, deeply anti-American force.  In Sacred Ground, author and renowned 
interfaith leader Eboo Patel says this prejudice is not just a problem for Muslims but a challenge to the 
very idea of America. Patel shows us that Americans from George Washington to Martin Luther King Jr. 
have been “interfaith leaders,” illustrating how the forces of pluralism in America have time and again 
defeated the forces of prejudice. And now a new generation needs to rise up and confront the anti-
Muslim prejudice of our era.  
 
Acts of Faith by Eboo Patel 
A memoir recommended for those who are interested in religions working together on such common 
practices as love, compassion, service, and justice. This American Muslim of Indian descent has written a 
fascinating and timely memoir about his calling to educate a new generation to the values of religious 
tolerance and service to all humanity. 
 


